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During cruise, virus changes world 


Ship sailed just 
as coronavirus 
tsunami began 


By KEVIN SPEAR 


PORT CANAVERAL — The 
Carnival cruise ship Breeze be- 
came a time capsule of more than 
4,000 guests and about half as 
many crew when it sailed out of 
U.S. waters a week ago, just as the 
coronavirus tsunami began to roil 
the nation. 

A day later, authorities at two 
federal agencies warned against 
traveling on cruise ships amid ris- 
ing worries about coronavirus, 
and within a week, President Don- 
ald Trump would declare a na- 
tional emergency. The Breeze, out 
to sea, went on with its shows, 
comedies and musicals. 

As the ship plowed through 
heavy wind and waves for a few 
days, but still managed dinners 
and nonstop sanitation measures, 
a CNN feed provided passengers 
with a periscope view of what 
Americans were experiencing in- 
timately and with rising discom- 
fort: closures, cancellations, bans 
on meetings, business and educa- 
tion retreating to online refuges, 
layoffs and supermarket shelves 
stripped of essentials. 

Disembarking Saturday morn- 
ing at Port Canaveral, passengers 
began checking messages, startled 
to read urgings from family and 
friends: Bring home all the toilet 
paper and sanitizer you can from 
the ship. 

“It feels like we were in a sci-fi 
movie,” said Paul Adams, 54, of the 
Atlanta area, about to drive home 
with his wife and another couple. 
“It was like we landed in a 
spaceship and the whole world 
had changed.” 

The farther the ship traveled, 
the more distant its mood grew 
from the national disruptions. 

The Carnival Breeze’s first stop 
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Singh eyes 
3rd term 
amid probe 


Auto mechanic rose 
to property appraiser 


By STEPHEN HUDAK 
AND CAROLINE GLENN 


In his office on the 17th floor of 
Orlando’s SunTrust tower, Rick 
Singh keeps two boxing gloves 
autographed by legendary fight- 
ers Muhammad Ali and Roberto 
Duran. 

The gloves are fitting symbols 
for the Orange County property 
appraiser, who is seeking a third 
term while under criminal 
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Passengers disembark from the cruise ship Carnival Breeze at Port Canaveral on Saturday. 


OIA: TSA reports a worker 
tested positive for virus. A10 
By KATE SANTICH 
ORANGE COUNTY: Mar-a- 
Lago brunch diner is Orange 
County’s first case. A10 


US. health officials have re- 
peatedly warned that “older 
adults” are at greater risk for get- 


EDITORIAL: Wise move ting sick and dying of COVID4-19, 


closing theme parks in Or- the infection caused by the co- 
lando; now, let’s all do our ronavirus. Less clear, though, is 
part. Al4 exactly what is meant by “older” 


— and even murkier is how much 
the risk increases for people at 
age 60, 70, 80 or beyond. 


ONLINE: Stay up to the min- 
ute on the coronavirus on 


OrlandoSentinel.com and That has prompted an uneven 
sign up for daily updates to response to the pandemic in 
your email at Orlando which, for instance, college cam- 


Sentinel.com/newsletters. puses and the NBA shut down 


before Florida senior centers did. 
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Orange County Property Appraiser Rick Singh, left, is all smiles after 
winning a second four-year term in 2016. He is now facing an investiga- 
tion related to potential official misconduct. 


“In the face of the risk the virus 
poses to older adults, it is undeni- 
able that our response has been 
woefully inadequate to date,” 
leaders from Justice In Aging, a 
national nonprofit legal advocacy 
organization, said in a statement 
Friday. “If we are not able to con- 
tain the virus, the consequences 
for older adults will be tragic. ... 
Hundreds of thousands of lives 
are at risk.” 

The organization called for in- 
creased “social distancing” mea- 
sures to keep people away from 
crowds and each other, slowing 
the speed at which the highly 
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Determining ‘older; their amount of risk murky 


contagious coronavirus is spread. 

The goal? 

Prevent hospitals from being 
overrun with intensely ill older 
patients. 

The good news is that top 
health officials have said that, for 
80% of those who contract the 
virus, symptoms will be mild. 

The bad news is that, with 
each passing decade, people’s 
immune systems — generally 
speaking — become less capable 
of warding off intruders. And 
anyone whose body is fighting 
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Primary first test of 
state election security 


After 18 Russian hack, 
all Florida’s levels of 
government adapting 


By STEVEN LEMONGELLO 


On Tuesday, Floridians head to 
the polls to vote in their party’s 
presidential primary and local 
elections. But beyond the win- 
ners and losers, Tuesday’s elec- 
tion will also serve as a major test 
of just how secure the state’s elec- 
tions systems really are. 

After the last major statewide 
election in 2018, it was revealed 
that elections offices were not 
only targeted in 2016 by Russian 
hackers but were also connected 
to the internet for much longer 


than the “millisecond” needed to 
report totals on Election Night. 

But even as the federal govern- 
ment, state Division of Elections 
and county offices react to 
counter any possible threats, the 
public’s skepticism and lack of 
trust in the elections process is 
rising — and that, experts say, is 
exactly what the hackers were 
trying to achieve. 

“As one of my colleagues [said], 
a lot of this misinformation, and 
not being educated in the proc- 
ess, is just eroding voter confi- 
dence and polarizing Ameri- 
cans,” Orange County elections 
supervisor Bill Cowles said last 
month. “Sadly, the fact that we’re 
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